CHAPTER 14

Future Ready lowa Skilled Workforce Last Dollar Scholarship Program

(lowa Last-Dollar Scholarship)

Overview

The lowa Last-Dollar Scholarship (lowa LDS) provides financial assistance to lowa

residents enrolled in certain career and technical education (CTE) programs leading

to certificate, diploma and associate degrees at lowa community colleges and

eligible private colleges and universities. Scholarships for full-time students amount to
the remaining tuition and institution-wide mandatory fees charged after other federal

and state scholarship and grant aid have been awarded.

Date Established: 2018

Funding:
FUTURE READY IOWA LAST DOLLAR SCHOLARSHIP
FUNDING HISTORY
ACADEMIC STATE SSIG/LEAP TOTAL
YEAR APPROPRIATION FUNDS FUNDING
2018-19 $0 $0 $0
2019-20 $13,004,744 $0 $13,004,744
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A. ELIGIBILITY

1. Institutions

To be eligible to participate in the lowa LDS, institutions must be an lowa-supported
community college defined in lowa Code Section 260C.2 or a private
college/university defined in lowa Code Section 261.9, which offers an eligible
program of study aligned with a high-demand job.

An eligible institution must require lowa LDS recipients to:

T
T
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T

T

Attend an orientation session, in-person or virtually, for the eligible institution.
Register for courses with the assistance of an advisor and participate in
available academic advising sessions.

Create a graduation plan if required in the program of study.

Participate in available career advising sessions if required in the program of
study, including creation of a career plan when possible.

Notify eligible students of the volunteer mentor program in the financial aid
award letter/packet.

Facilitate connections through campus career centers and services to
internships and similar local, state, and federal programs.

Market eligible Future Ready lowa programs of study on the institution’s
website.

Report information annually to lowa College Aid.

Students attending the following colleges are eligible to receive lowa LDS awards:

lowa Last Dollar Scholarship Participating Colleges

Community Colleges
Des Moines Area Community College Des Moines
Eastern lowa Community College Clinton, Muscatine, Bettendorf
Hawkeye Community College Waterloo
Indian Hills Community College Ottumwa
lowa Central Community College Fort Dodge
lowa Lakes Community College Estherville
lowa Valley Community College Ellsworth, Marshalltown
lowa Western Community College Council Bluffs
Kirkwood Community College Cedar Rapids
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North lowa Area Community College Mason City

Northeast lowa Community College Calmar, Peosta

Northwest lowa Community College Sheldon

Southeastern Community College Burlington

Southwestern Community College Creston

Western lowa Tech Community College Sioux City
Private Colleges & Universities

Mercy College of Health Sciences Des Moines

St. Luke’s College Sioux City

Each institution must complete an initial application for participation in the lowa LDS.
Institution officials must submit the application and supporting documentation
establishing accreditation or accreditation plans before October 1 prior to the
application year in which they want to participate, unless it is the initial year lowa
LDS is funded. If the institution's application is approved prior to October 1, students
at the institution may begin submitting need analysis applications (FAFSAs) in
October to apply for funds. In summary, if a college application is received and
approved prior to October 1, students attending that college could apply for lowa
LDS funding on October 1.

At any time after the institution is approved for lowa LDS participation, if no
disbursements are made for three consecutive years, the institution will be required to
complete another application if it wishes to continue participation in the

program. For example, if there are no disbursements in 2019-20, 2020-21, or
2021-22, an application must be completed by October 2021 to continue
participation in lowa LDS for 2022-23.

2. Students

In addition to the general eligibility requirements found in Chapter 1, eligible lowa
LDS recipients must be admitted and in attendance in an eligible Title IV program of
study, that confers no more than an associate degree, and meet criteria defined in
one of the following groups. There is no Expected Family Contribution (EFC)
maximum for recipients, but a recipient must have a calculated EFC.

Eligible students will be placed in one of two eligible groups:
1 Group 1 - Enroll in an eligible program of study at an eligible institution on a
fulltime basis (minimum 12 credits or equivalent) during the fall semester

immediately following graduation from an lowa high school or homeschool
program.

Chapter 14 -3- August 20, 2019



T Group 2 - Following completion of high school or a high school equivalency
diploma, and on or after attaining age twenty, enroll on at least a halftime
basis (minimum 6 credits or the equivalent) in an eligible program at an
eligible institution. Age is calculated as of July 1 prior to the year of
enrollment.

3. Programs of Study

Annually, the lowa Workforce Development Board will update and approve the list of
statewide high-demand jobs used for lowa LDS. lowa College Student Aid
Commission (lowa College Aid) staff translate these high-demand jobs (using
standard occupation classification codes) to corresponding programs of study (using
classification of instructional program codes). lowa College Aid staff will work with
participating colleges annually to update the list of eligible programs of study offered
at each institution.

Statewide workforce shortage programs (all of which are CTE programs) are
approved by lowa College Aid and lowa Workforce Development in consultation
with the lowa Department of Education.

Each participating community college also has authority to identify up to five
additional regional high-demand jobs. Each community college must consult with
regional career and technical education planning partnerships, and obtain approval
from the board of directors at the community college when developing the list of
regional jobs. Once finalized and approved, only students enrolled in the programs
of study aligned with the regional jobs at that community college may receive an
lowa LDS (ex. A student at ABC Community College could not receive an lowa LDS if
enrolled in a program of study that is not aligned with a statewide high-demand job
or that is not aligned with a regional job submitted by ABC Community College.)

B. STUDENT APPLICATION PROCESS

Students must file the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) as described
in Chapter 1.

C. SELECTION OF RECIPIENTS

Eligible students must be enrolled and in attendance in eligible programs of study.
CIP codes are reported by college administrators in the lowa College Aid Processing
System (ICAPS®) for each recipient. All institutions participating in lowa LDS can
award students attending a program of study aligned with the statewide list of
eligible programs. Only students enrolled in regional programs of study identified by
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the specific community college can be awarded the lowa LDS. Students not enrolled
in an eligible program of study do not qualify.

If a recent high school graduate attends college in the fall after graduation and
enrolls on a full4ime basis in an ineligible program the student will not qualify for
lowa LDS under Group 1 even if the student switches programs after the fall semester
begins. If a student is taking pre-requisites before being admitted into a program, the
student will not qualify for lowa LDS under Group 1 if the student is not enrolled in an
eligible program during the fall following high school graduation. If a student is
enrolled in an eligible program after turning 20 (both firsttime enrollees and
continuing students), and did not receive an lowa LDS payment as a Group 1
recipient, that student may qualify as a Group 2 recipient as long as all other
requirements are being met.

Students who have not yet begun taking core CTE classes and are taking
prerequisites at a community college are not eligible to receive lowa LDS, as these
students are not currently enrolled and in attendance in eligible CTE programs.

Students who are required to complete arts and science classes as a part of their
eligible program of study may have these classes included as eligible classes for
lowa LDS funding as long as those students are enrolled and in attendance in eligible
CTE programs.

ICAPS® will flag each eligible student with their eligibility group (Group 1 or 2). If a
student does not receive lowa LDS under Group 1 and subsequently turns 20 as of
July 1 prior to the academic year, the student’s flag will change to Group 2 to allow
eligibility as a Group 2 recipient.

Students with Bachelors' degrees may receive lowa LDS if they enroll in an eligible
program of study and meet all other eligibility criteria.

Institution officials award scholarships to eligible students. Recipients must be on-time
applicants (those meeting the priority application deadline for 2019-20). The
Application Receipt Date on the student’s Institutional Student Information Record
(ISIR) MUST indicate that the student met the priority filing deadline of August 1.

D. AWARDING

1. Award Amounts

The maximum lowa LDS is the amount of tuition and institution-wide mandatory fees
charged by the institution minus federal and state non-repayable aid. Only fees in
which are consistently charged to all on-ground or all online students at the institution
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should be included as institution-wide fees for lowa LDS. Program or course-specific
fees or one-time fees (i.e. graduation fees) are not considered institution-wide fees.

State and Federal programs that must be included in the calculation are as follows:

T
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Federal Pell Grant

Federal Supplemental Education Opportunity Grant
All lowa Opportunity Scholarship

Education & Training Voucher Program

GEAR UP lowa Scholarship

lowa National Guard Educational Assistance Program
lowa Tuition Grant

lowa Vocational Technical Tuition Grant
Skilled Workforce Shortage Tuition Grant (Kibbie Grant)

Community colleges must use the actual tuition and institution-wide mandatory fees
charged to the student, after subtracting federal and state non-repayable aid, to
calculate the award.

Private colleges must use the average tuition and fees charged at lowa’s community

colleges, after subtracting ||| GGG

-wide

full-
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