
IOWA COLLEGE STUDENT AID COMMISSION 
Minutes of Meeting 

April 24, 2020 

Members Present

Manny Atwood 
Sherry Bates 
Melissa Hidalgo 
Katie Mulholland 
 

Mark Putnam 
Herman Quirmbach 
Doug Shull 
Barbara Sloniker  
 

Emily Stork 
Jeremy Varner  
Cindy Winckler 

Members Absent

Michael Ash 
Cecil Dolecheck 

Timothy Fitzgibbon 
 

Tim Kraayenbrink 
 

AG Present

Emily Willits 

Staff Present

Todd Brown 
Merima Dizdarevic  
  

Julie Ntem  
Christina Sibaouih 
 

Elizabeth Keest Sedrel  
Mark Wiederspan

Guests Present 

Gary Adams        Iowa Student Loan 
Angie Carlson                        Capri College                       
Robin Madison                       Legislative Services Agency                                



Call to Order 

The Iowa College Student Aid Commission met for a special meeting on April 24, 2020, 
via telephone conference call. Commission Chair Mulholland called the meeting to order 
at 10:01 a.m. with rollcall. A quorum was present.  

Policy Development 

Mr. Brown provided background on the recommended action to authorize the Executive 
Director to initiate policy amendments to Iowa Code Section 261.5 during the 2020 
legislative session. Mr. Brown noted that this proposal is related to the impact COVID-19 
has on the higher education community in Iowa, particularly students. Mr. Brown 
explained that under the Commission’s current authority, the board has the ability to 
temporarily waive or modify any statute or regulation as it relates to state financial aid 
programs only in the event of a presidentially declared national emergency due to a 
terrorist attack. Mr. Brown says this proposal includes the addition of the Governor’s 
emergency declaration to the authority, as well as a public health emergency as a 
qualifying circumstance. Mr. Brown notes that staff have been in communication with the 
Governor’s office, who have reviewed the language and have been supportive.  

In a response to a question from Senator Quirmbach concerning the duration of the 
waivers, Mr. Brown clarified that the board has power to waive conditions as long as the 
emergency declaration remains in effect. In addition, Senator Quirmbach emphasized 
that Code language states that the appointed members of the Commission are those who 
have the authority to exercise emergency power. 

Commissioner Winckler asked if it would be suitable to broaden the Code language to 
include all disasters declared, in contrast to listing specific disasters. Mr. Brown explained 
that he had a similar conversation with Senator Kraayenbrink, who expressed concern 
about confining Code language to include certain circumstances as they relate to an 
emergency declaration. Commissioner Winckler suggested changing the Code language 
without specifying particular circumstances but rather utilizing this Code for any disaster 
declared. Senator Quirmbach noted that he believes that confining the Code to the 
current circumstances, as they relate to a public health disaster, is appropriate. 
Commissioner Sloniker concurred with Senator Quirmbach.  

Commissioner Varner noted he was supportive of the Code language as written. He gave 
special attention to Section 261.5, Subsection 3, which includes subsequent references to 



a national emergency. He recommended changes to this language to include disasters 
declared by the Governor. Emily Willits provided feedback and suggested a change in 
language to state emergency or disaster declaration with the absence of national 
specifications. Commissioner Bates agreed with the suggested change in Code language. 
Mr. Brown summarized the changes, which include the addition of a public health 
disaster as declared by the Governor to Code language. In addition, he noted changes 
requested as they relate to Section 261.5, Subsection 3, removing “by the national” and 
including “or disaster,” which appears twice within the subsection. 

Motion:  Commissioner Shull moved to approve the authorization of the Executive 
Director to formally initiative policy amendments to Iowa Code Section 
261.5. Commissioner Stork seconded the motion, which passed 
unanimously. 

  

ColorFX/Mittera Contract Extension & Requestion for Proposal 

Ms. Sedrel provided background on the history of the agreement and the services it 
provides. The first proposed action would allow for a six-month contract extension with 
ColorFX, a division of the Mittera group. This contact extension would allow for 2020-
2021 publication printing and services under the current contract and return the annual 
renewal date to January, a slow time for printing orders. Ms. Sedrel noted that due to 
COVID-19, Iowa Department of Administrative Services is receiving countless number of 
requests and proposals. The second proposed action would allow authorization to issue a 
Request for Proposal for a new Printing, Storage, and Distribution Services master 
agreement once Iowa Department of Administrative Services is better equipped to do so.  

 First Recommended Action: 

Motion:  Commissioner Shull moved to authorize staff to exercise the option for a 
six-month contact extension with ColorFx, a division of the Mittera group. 
Commissioner Varner seconded the motion, which passed unanimously.  

 

 

 

 

 



Second Recommended Action:    

Motion:  Commissioner Shull moved to authorize staff to issue a Request for 
Proposal for a new Print, Storage, and Distribution Services master 
agreement. Commissioner Bates seconded the motion, which passed 
unanimously.  

Commissioner Comments 

Commissioner Sloniker moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Shull seconded the 
motion. The motion passed unanimously, and the meeting adjourned at 10:28 a.m. 

 

__________________________________  _________________________________ 

Katie Mulholland, Chair    Doug Shull, Vice Chair 
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